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Annemarie McAllister and Andrew Hobbs 
The articles in this volume originate in a conference held at the University 
of Central Lancashire in December 2008, entitled 'Place in Print: Print 
in Place: English local and regional newspapers 1800-1925 ' . It brought 
together researchers working in this area to share ideas, discover synergies 
and connections, and indeed interrogate the issue of what we might mean 
by 'local ' and 'national' in the press at this period. Some were still on their 
Ph.D journey and some were more established academics, but all came to 
learn and discuss in a most stimulating atmosphere. The idea came from Dr 
Fred Milton (Newcastle University), who had suggested bringing together 
postgraduate researchers studying the local and regional press for its own 
sake, rather than as a historical source, and the conference was organised by 
Andrew Hobbs (University of Central Lancashire) and AJexander Jackson 
(Leeds Metropolitan University). The event was supported by the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council, through their Student-Led Initiatives 
scheme. 
Much of the enthusiasm and interest of the conference is to be found in 
these articles, which need no external recommendation, but perhaps a little 
historical background to the study of the press may help the reader to put 
their arguments into context. 
Victorian historians of the press acknowledged the phenomenal growth of 
provincial newspapers, and contemporary political activists were prepared 
to pay thousands of pounds to subsidise them in the belief that they could 
influence voters, but they have been neglected in favour of tbe metropolitan 
press. 1 Victorian print culture as a whole was of little interest for the first 
half of the twentieth century- while there were six significant historical 
studies of the newspaper press between 1850 and 1887, it took 65 years 
for tbe next six to be published. The concept of this as a field worthy of 
academic study was probably first encouraged by the late Richard D. Altick's 
1957 The English Common Reader: A Social History of the Mass Reading 
Public, 1800-1900.2 This demonstrated that books were only one part of 
the nineteenth-century reading diet, with newspapers and other periodicals 
probably more significant. The contribution of print to wider Victorian 




Victorian Periodicals (RSVP) and its associated journal, now known as the 
Victorian Periodicals Review, in 1968. Most of the scholarship connected 
with RSVP has concerned elite metropol itan literary periodicals rather than 
newspapers, with provincial newspapers particularly neglected; but the 
methods and sources pioneered by these researchers have wider application, 
and their study of these apparently evanescent examples of printed culture 
now reaches a wider audience.3 
The title of the Research Society for Victorian Periodicals and its journal both 
subsume newspapers under the broader category of periodicals, meaning any 
publication issued from a press periodically. However, 'periodical' also has 
a narrower meaning, similar to the present-day magazine, which excludes 
newspapers. Similarly, 'book history' is used to describe the dynamic 
historical approach that combines the study of production, circulation 
and reception of reading materials; but is misleading when applied to the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, when periodicals far outnumbered 
books (for the nineteenth century, John North estimates there were more 
than 100 times as many individual editions of periodicals and newspapers 
published than books).4 'Newspaper and periodical history' and 'the history 
of print culture' are offered here as clearer formulations. A further note on 
terminology: the topic of th is special issue is the local and regional press 
rather than the provincial press, in order to include the London local press. 
Some studies in the 1960s and '70s had explored working-class reading 
which often included periodical literature, but two surveys of the 
Victorian newspaper press, Alan Lee's 1976 The origins of the popular 
press in England: 1855-1914 (1976) and Lucy Brown's Victorian News 
and Newspapers (1985), and the 1982 edited co11ection The Victorian 
Periodical Press: Samplings and Soundings, stand out for their combination 
of breadth and detail, and their integration of metropolitan and provincial 
developments.5 Another seminal volume in this area was Investigating 
Victorian .Journalism (1990), which brought together leading writers in the 
field to produce detailed studies, as the title suggests, and it is instructive to 
examine some of the comments made there, nearly 20 years ago, in which 
writers commented on the current or imagined future state of research in 
this area.6 Margaret Beetham's remark that periodicals, although 'not a 
window on to the past or even a mirror of it', are often treated as 'a quarry or 
mine from which [students and academics] can dig isolated articles' is, we 
hope, no longer true. The essays in the present collection show themselves 
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only too aware of the complexity of meaning-making and the difficulties 
of definition when working on periodicals as texts - or even deciding in 
what form such texts consist. Similarly, Brian Maidment lamented the state 
of research on periodicals, asserting that 'a case has still to be made for 
the centrality of the study of periodicals as a scholarly project'. The many 
publications and conferences in the last 20 years, as well as the present 
collection, suggest that the case has been convincingly made.7 The argument 
seems to have been won for the press as a subject of enquiry in itself, rather 
than as a 'quarry' or value-free source of information and illustration. 
In another chapter of Investigating Victorian Journalism, Joel Wiener 
advances the case for a Dictionary of Victorian Journalism; too much, he 
feels, for one scholar, but as a collaborative venture, 'one well worth doing' , 
and this suggestion in fact reached fruition only in 2008 with the publication 
of the monumental Dictionary of Nineteenth Century Journalism (DNCJ).8 
Margaret Beetham's 1990 chapter, 'Towards a Theory of the Periodical as 
a Publishing Genre', discusses the heterogeneity of periodicals and their 
multiple purposes and patterns of consumption to expose paradoxes and pose 
questions in a way which has led to much later work, and indeed underpins 
many of the articles in this collection. She suggests that periodicals operate 
as both open and closed systems, that they have both a material aspect and 
a signifying aspect, and that what we have of them, in many cases, is only a 
partial survival or one which is altered radically by the very circumstances 
of its preservation: 
A periodical, by definition, appears in single numbers separated 
by time. Putting several numbers into one bound volume changes 
all this, not least by suggesting that really the periodical is a 
kind of book and the numbers are incomplete sections of the 
whole. Putting covers round the pages has ensured that they 
survive, but the survival is bought at the price of the form of 
the text. Equally important is what does not appear within 
those st(ff covers. Binders tended to think that end-papers and 
advertisements were not part of the periodical and so left them 
out of the bound versions.9 
These ontological questions about what we are studying when we approach 
periodicals as texts still give us pause. 
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Dominant theories of English press history - such as Habermas's 'decl ine 
of the public sphere' (recently restated by Hampton), the radical view 
that the press became an agent of control (Curran) or the more Whiggish 
account of growing freedom of the press and its role as 'Fourth Estate' 
(Barker) - all focus on metropolitan publications. 10 However the growth 
of urban history from the 1960s onwards provided some balance, treating 
the local press as a significant part of the cultural and political life of towns 
and cities. 11 We would suggest two reasons for the neglect of the majority 
press of the Victorian and Edwardian eras, local and regional newspapers: 
first, the unmanageable volume of material, requiring an enormous amount 
of research before meaningful generalisations can be made; and second, 
unexamined notions of 'influence', which have guided researchers towards 
publications produced at the centre of cultural power, London. The 
assumption has been that texts worth studying are 'influential' texts, i.e. 
those that changed the attitudes or behaviour of influential people, such as 
Cabinet Ministers or a small elite of metropolitan literary writers and editors. 
The study of print culture has much to gain from broader historical currents, 
which have shown that political and cultural power was widely distributed 
in the long nineteenth century, across classes and across the country. 12 
Brown showed how a sense of place inhered in many of the smaller, more 
genuinely local papers, and links this to the preponderance of single-industry 
towns with restricted news interests in common, until the First World War 
drew the nation together and decisively establ ished the national newspaper. 
Indeed, Welsh identity existed only in print in the nineteenth century, 
an instance of how print can intensify and elaborate space, and shape a 
territory. 13 Brown foreshadows several of the articles in this special issue, 
in her interest in the overlapping distribution areas of 'local' publications, 
their uses and extended circulations (i.e. how many readers consumed a 
single copy and in what circumstances), and their engagement with readers, 
but in such a wide study she only has space to indicate these as areas of 
interest. 
Despite its relative neglect in the history of print culture, the local press 
has been an object of study for local historians since the 1950s, and 
their articles, pamphlets and books provide a useful foundation of facts, 
alongside hagiographic company histories. 1" Academic books, articles and 
dissertations have built on this literature, the best of them also providing 
context and theoretical frameworksY A new level of academic interest in 
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the local press is suggested by two 2006 journal issues devoted entirely 
to the subject, Journalism Studies and the Manchester Region History 
Review. L6 The former, edited by Andrew Walker, combines studies of 
individual titles and more thematic pieces, to make a strong case for the 
depth and diversity of the field. The latter, edited by Brian Maidment, is a 
collection of case studies of individual publications, its breadth aided by 
the exceptional richness of Manchester's nineteenth-century print culture, 
although it focuses on periodicals rather than newspapers. Also worthy of 
mention is the substantial body of work on the print trade, in the provinces 
as well as the metropolis, collected in the yearly Print Networks volumes, 
associated with the annual British Book Trade History conferences. 17 
Aled Jones, another contributor to Investigating Victorian Journalism in 
1990, gave the keynote lecture at the conference on which this journal is 
based, in recognition of his vast corpus of work in this area, which treats 
the press of England and Wales in a multi-dimensional way, seeing the 
newspaper simultaneously as a cultural, economic, political and material 
object. In 1990 he was commenting on the terms 'provincial press' and 
'national press' being 'anachronistic and highly problematic constructions' , 
a point which is developed in some of the articles in this volume (see those by 
Hobbs and Jackson). 18 Besides the work of Jones, that of two other scholars 
is pertinent to the study of print in place, because of the ways in which 
they connect print culture to wider historiography. Patrick Joyce integrates 
the Victorian local press into a study of liberal urban governance and also 
stresses how the physical juxtaposition of unrelated news items on the same 
page, or under the same section heading, could create a new reality: 
The local press was extraordinarily important in reconstituting 
the town and the city as a community ... presenting the town as a 
universe of voluntary and religious associations in all the range 
of their many local activities. These it reported on as elements 
in the life of a single entity. 19 
This analysis of the community-building project of many local papers raises 
the question, what did the readers make of it? And what kind of evidence 
could reveal readers' responses? David Paul Nord has begun to answer these 
questions for newspapers in the United States by his skilful interpretation 
of unpublished letters to the editor, letters published at times of civic crisis, 
and nineteenth-century government household expenditure surveys. He 
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distinguishes two contrasting functions of the local newspaper: to report 
what happens in a place (facts), and to encourage the creation of community 
(forum).20 Nord 's approach depends on historical evidence which rarely 
survives, but what little there is in the British Isles could be exploited to 
great effect using his methods. 
Professor Jones's keynote lecture explored the issue of digitisation, which 
is now a central feature of any discussion of print-based resources. This is a 
particularly significant time to be examining local and regional newspapers 
with the recent launch of the 19th Century British Library Newspapers 
collection. Other digital resources include 19'" Century UK Periodicals, 
British Periodicals and the nineteenth century serials edition (ncse), 
while the ever-expanding Waterloo Directory of Victorian Periodical~, 
1800-1900 and the recent DNCJ enable researchers to contextualise these 
electronic editions much more easily.21 There was much discussion of this, 
but a welcome feature of the conference was the reminder of the material 
presence of the artefacts being discussed, with a wide selection of original 
copies of papers made available for perusal. Jones emphasised this in his 
defence of the experience of the object, and the 'total picture' which is 
obtained by the reading of page after page, even the turning of the page, 
which is not ever possible to reproduce, however successful digitisation may 
be. The hierarchy of information and the richness of context need careful 
consideration during digitisation and must always be borne in mind. 
At this opportune time for the study of local and regional print culture, 
what are the most pressing research directions? Six avenues stand out: 
readers' responses to these distinctive texts; individual studies of types of 
publication, such as sports titles, the religious press, magazines, evening 
papers and weekend miscellanies; an examination of types of content, 
such as autobiography, reviews, history, illustration and advertising; more 
theoretical work, building on the insights of Patrick Joyce and Benedict 
Anderson in relation to the role of print culture in creating ' imagined 
communities' below the level of the nation; more research on the relationship 
between metropolitan and provincial print cultures, and finally an extension 
of scholarship on the Victorian age into the Edwardian and inter-war 
periods.22 
Against such a background, these articles can be seen and valued as 
moving the debate forward significantly.23 Andrew Hobbs, in the wake of 
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Lucy Brown's 1985 remarks on the apparent lack of a national press in the 
nineteenth century, develops a convincing argument that local and regional 
publications did in many ways act as a national press system. Not only 
was news carried of 'national' events (such as Parliamentary debates) and 
international topics, but there was widespread use of syndicated material, 
from fiction and pre-printed 'middles' to advertisements. Personnel, practices 
and technical innovations were shared and moved around the country, and 
the papers had a wider range than might have been thought from their 
titles. The very word 'national', when used, often had a different, wider 
signification from the one we would attach today, as Hobbs demonstrates. 
The wider scope and argumentation of Hobbs's work is complemented 
by Mary Lester's detailed case study of local London newspapers and 
their intersection with concepts of identity and place. The unusually local 
focus of these papers illustrates London's exceptionalism, and suggests a 
unique market relationship between London's 'metropolitan' dailies and 
its 'parochial' weeklies, not found in other parts of the country at that time. 
As she explains, this area has been recognised as under-researched, and 
she illustrates how London, sometimes seen as a metropolitan monolith, 
operated as a collection of local areas which in themselves formed sizeable 
conurbations. This richly documented article shows how study of the local 
press can move into the territory of cultural geography to examine residents' 
sense of place and attachment, as well as the perennial question of the degree 
to which local publications reflect or shape local opinion and identity. 
Moving up the country, Alexander Jackson takes Sheffield as a location 
to explore another under-researched form of publication, the Football and 
Sports Special. These titles, separate publications from the parent paper, 
enjoyed a wide circulation and are particularly interesting for the media 
historian as they may well have reached readers who would not have 
consumed other publications. Supporting Hobbs's argument, Jackson 
illustrates a strongly ' national ' news element in content and approach 
and documents a widespread regional circulation in an apparent 'local' 
publishing venture. However, his work also echoes Lester's interest in the 
readership' s identification with papers as part of the construction of their 
identities, whether to do with a sport or a location. In a comprehensive 
survey of the Sheffield-based special, Jackson demonstrates how the paper 
appealed both to local and to wider interests, and how various sub-groups 
of sporting fans were included in the paper's audience. 
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Fred Milton also investigates a more specialist area, the widespread 
development of interactive children's columns in his study of the 'Dicky 
Bird Society', founded by the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle, and its many 
imitators. He makes a strong case for the significance for the local press 
of such children's societies, and sets this against national developments. 
Once again, the local, rooted in a specific community, is seen to intersect 
with regional and national movements; the focus on kindness to animals, 
conservation and, in particular, bird protection in the many local societies 
eventually gave ri se to national conservation and protection movements. 
However, Milton shows the complexity of press studies by showing that 
it is possible to interpret the 'new' interactive relationship with readers as 
a strategy to expand and retain readership, as much as to educate children, 
give them a voice, and encourage good works. 
Alison Toplis also examines interrelationships between the press , its readers, 
and a further element in the local community, businesses, in her exploration 
of the advertising columns of Hereford and Worcester papers in the early 
nineteenth century. Toplis shows that the study of press advertising, as well 
as providing valuable data on the retailing of goods, can also illuminate the 
intended readership, in terms of their expected interests, what they could 
afford, and their buying habits. Showing awareness of the evolving use of 
newspaper advertising, and its aspirational aspects, she develops a convincing 
analysis of how readers, including those from the working classes, were 
addressed in the advertising of ready-made clothing. Although the focus 
here is more purely local , Toplis's exploration of the mutually beneficial 
relationship between press and businesses is a starting point for further 
studies of other trades and locations. In fact, all articles in this special edition 
unite in opening up avenues for further study, problematising concepts of 
the 'local', ' regional' and 'national' press, and, of course, underlining the 
centrality of newspapers as a cultural resource for those who read them and 
adverti sed in them. 
It is encouraging to see the further exploration of this cultural phenomenon 
as an integral part of the study of local and regional history, in the present 
collection. The articles make a strong case for the importance of studying 
these types of publication, whether we nominate them as local, regional , 
provincial, or indeed any other term. The articles take us several steps 
further along the path of raising the profile of such publications, and we 
hope to see future conferences on the local and regional press, and of course 
more publications like the present volume. 
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An email network for those interested in the history of such newspapers 
has now been established, in response to interest shown at the conference: 
<http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Local_and_proviocial_press_history/> 
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